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French Summary
Un regard sur l’année 2002

2002 a été l’année du trentième anniversaire de l’IFS, 
lequel a été célébré en septembre à Sigtuna (en Suède) 
lors d’une conférence conjointe des Conseillers Scienti-
fiques et du Conseil d’Administration où furent invités 
certains boursiers et le Secrétariat de la Fondation. Cette 
réunion a été l’occasion de la publication du document 
IFS 30 Years — Developing Science, Science for Develop-
ment: (IFS 30 ans — Développer la science, la science 
pour le développement). Pour plus d’informations voir 
pages 16 et 17.

Durant cette année, 187 allocations de recherche 
ont été attribuées pour un total de 880 demandes 
soumises. Les graphiques 1, 2 et 3 présentent la répar-
tition géographique des candidatures, des nouvelles 
bourses attribuées et des renouvellements. Le graph-
ique 4 présente la répartition des nouvelles bourses par 
domaine scientifique. Celui des productions végétales 
reste le plus important et la place de l’Afrique continue 
d’augmenter, ce continent constituant maintenant le pre-
mier partenaire de l’IFS. Pour procéder à l’évaluation des 
demandes de bourses, l’IFS a reçu le concours de plus de 
500 Conseillers Scientifiques.

La présence des femmes se renforce parmi les béné-
ficiaires et représente un tiers des attributions, soit 62 
allocations (graphique 5). Leur taux de succès au regard 
du nombre de candidatures soumises est de 20 % et est 
identique à celui des hommes.

Le montant des allocations versées en 2002 a 
atteint un montant de 17,6 MSEK dont la répartition est 
présentée dans le graphique 6.

Au total, 144 chercheurs ont bénéficié de l’aide 
du service d’achats de l ’IFS. Ce service comporte 
l’identification, l’achat et l’acheminement des équipe-
ments. Le nombre total des achats s’est élevé à 304 unités 
pour un montant total de 4,2 MSEK (voir page 22).

La Fondation a effectué des recherches biblio-
graphiques pour 58 chercheurs, chacun bénéficiant 
d’une moyenne de 114 résumés (voir page 22).

135 allocations ont été partiellement ou totalement 
financées dans le cadre de programmes de coopération 
avec les partenaires de l’IFS. Un programme promet-
teur a été démarré avec le  « Conseil pour le Développe-
ment de la Recherche en Sciences Sociales en Afrique  » 
(CODESRIA) (pour plus de détails voir page 10).

Durant 2002, neuf organisations nationales, région-
ales ou internationales ont demandé le statut de Membre 
Affilié et ont rejoint la « famille IFS » lors du Conseil 
d’Administration d’octobre. Cela porte le total de 
Membres Affiliés à 135 pour 86 pays (les détails de ces 
nouvelles affiliations sont présentés en page 9 et la liste 
complète en page 28).

Deux nouveaux domaines de recherche ont été 
lancés en 2002 : les Sciences Sociales et les Ressources 
Aquatiques (voir page 6).

L’IFS a organisé ou co-organisé 9 ateliers ou sémi-
naires durant l’année (voir pages 11 et 12).

Trois membres du Conseil d’administration se sont 
retirés en 2002. Leurs remplaçants à partir du 1er janvier 
2003 sont Mme Ana María Cetto du Mexique, Mme Sara 
Baisai Feresu du Zimbabwe et Mme Wendy White des 
Etats-Unis d’Amérique (voir page 18).

La direction de l’IFS a également fait l’objet de 
changements pendant l’année : Jacques Gaillard, nommé 
directeur intérimaire a assuré la transition de janvier à 
juillet pendant la recherche du nouveau directeur. Fin 
mai, le Comité Exécutif a nommé Michael Ståhl direc-
teur de l’IFS. Il assume depuis juillet la direction de la 
Fondation (voir la déclaration du nouveau directeur en 
page 19).
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First of all, we welcome our newly appointed Director 
of IFS, Dr Michael Ståhl. He began his term on 1st of July, 
only some months before the special celebration of the 
30th anniversary of IFS in October 2002. His thirty years 
of experience in international development co-operation, 
especially in research and capacity building, but also in 
management and organisation, led to astonishing results:  
in a very short time he felt at home at IFS and, after only 
a few months, he organised, together with the IFS staff, 
a very successful birthday conference in Sigtuna, close to 
Stockholm: Donors, Guests, Grantees, Advisers, Trustees 

and Secretariat staff listened to the 
presentations of former grantees 
about their academic careers and 
implementation of research results, 
and also to new ideas about the 
future development of IFS.

Since the foundation of IFS at 
the beginning of the 1970s, fun-
damental changes in research and 
capacity building have taken place. 
Many developing countries began 
to invest in science institutions and 
in research policy. Countries like 

China, India, Mexico, Brazil, Chile, Morocco, Tunisia, 
Egypt and many others are now reaching a threshold of 
capacity permitting them to become independent from 
North – South support in order to become a competent 
partner in South – South cooperation. But there still exist 
many countries not possessing the necessary scientific 
infrastructure and trained human resources which are 
essential for solving problems at a local level, be it in 
resource management and food production, or in other 
aspects of development.

IFS is at a turning point: it is not easy to shift the pro-
portion of grants approved so that researchers in countries 

Bruno Messerli,
Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees
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IFS 2002: 30th Anniversary! 
The Chair Speaks

Bruno Messerli
Chair, IFS Board of Trustees

with vulnerable scientific infrastructure are in the majority, 
while at the same time keeping a high quality. But we have 
to learn from our 30 years of experience: IFS was certainly 
an important partner in this success story spanning three 
decades during which many institutes in many countries 
attained an impressive level of scientific excellence. Now 
we must accept the challenge to place yet more emphasis 
where it is most needed: Sub-Saharan Africa is the first pri-
ority, followed by other regions in Asia and Latin America. 
In order to address the challenges posed by the Millenium 
Goals, these regions will need a competent and developed 
scientific community; it is therefore important that IFS 
invest now in this essential human resource.

So, 2002 has been both a challenging and a fascinat-
ing year with a change of director and a move towards 
new horizons. We thank the whole staff not only for 
the firm commitment during the most challenging of 
circumstances this year, but also for the courage to create 
and to implement new ideas for a promising future of 
IFS. In particular we thank Jacques Gaillard who was 
acting director for the first half of 2002 and ensured 
a smooth and active transition between directors. We 
thank also Richard Fuchs, who was seconded from the 
Natural Resources Institute (NRI), UK, and funded by the 
Department for International Development (DFID), UK, 
and who returned to his home organisation. He began at 
IFS in 1994 and was responsible for the Aquatic Resources 
area; becoming with time Head of Programme and one 
of the leading personalities at IFS. We shall not forget his 
precise statements, his clear overviews and his contribu-
tions to new initiatives. We wish him all the best in his 
new position in NRI.
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2002 at a Glance

During the year IFS approved 187 research grants out of 
a total of 880 applications.  The geographical distribution 
of applications, first grants and renewal grants is shown in 
Figures 1, 2 and 3 respectively and the distribution of first 
grants by research area is shown in Figure 4. Crop science 
is the leading research area and geographical distribution 
shows that Africa continues to advance and is now the 
biggest IFS constituency.

Women scientists increased their presence among IFS 
grantees, and in 2002 received one-third (total of 62) of 
the grants given (see Figure 5). The success rate for both 
male and female applicants is 20%.

The total value of grants given in 2002 was 17.6 MSEK 
and may be broken down as shown in Figure 6.

IFS provided purchasing services to a total of 144 
grantees. They included identification of equipment, 
procurement and delivery. The total number of purchases 
was 304 and the purchase volume was 4.2 MSEK (more 
details on page 22).

IFS provided literature searches to 58 grantees. On 
average each of those grantees were provided with 114 
abstracts (more details on page 22).
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Fig. 1 Distribution of applications

A total of 135 grants were partially or fully funded 
during the year as part of co-operative programmes with 
partners European Commission, Sida NATUR, Fundacion 
Antorchas, CONACYT, CONICIT, KNAW, Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of  The Netherlands, COMSTECH, UNU/INRA 
and OPCW. In addition, we began an exciting new part-
nership with the Council for the Development of Social 
Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA) (see details on 
page 10).

During the year nine national, regional and interna-
tional organisations applied for status as affiliates and 
were welcomed into the “IFS family” at the BOT meeting 
in October. This brings the total number of IFS Affiliated 
Organisations to 135 in 86 countries (details of the new 
affiliated organisations are on page 5; the full list is on 
page 30).

Two new research areas were established in 2002 
(details on page 6):
•     Social Sciences
•     Water Resources

Three Trustees stepped down in 2002 and their replace-
ments, to begin their terms on 1 January, 2003 are: Dr Ana 
María Cetto of Mexico, Dr Sara Baisai Feresu of Zimbabwe 
and Ms Wendy White of the US (more on page 18).

There were changes in the IFS directorship during 
the year. Jacques Gaillard served as Acting Director from 
January to July while the search for a new Director was 
underway. In late May the Executive Committee appointed 
Michael Ståhl as IFS Director. He assumed his responsi-
bilities in July. See additional information and the new 
director’s statement on page 18. 

The year’s news includes a new 
Director, 2 new research areas and 

3 new Trustees
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IFS will increasingly focus on young scientists 
in low-income countries with vulnerable 

scientific infrastructures

At the October meetings the Board of Trustees approved 
concrete action to implement the IFS Medium Term Stra-
tegic Plan 2002 – 2004. The thrust will be on supporting 
young scientists in countries with vulnerable scientific 
infrastructures. These countries are primarily low-income 
countries and include most countries in Central America, 
some countries in the Andean region, Southeast Asia and 
most countries of Sub-Saharan Africa.

IFS looked at the constraints encountered by research-
ers in these regions. We learned that research opportuni-
ties are limited by a lack of research equipment, poor 
library facilities, limited access to the Internet, insufficient 
research funding and low salaries. These constraints are 
felt most intensively in Sub-Saharan Africa. As a result, 
many young top graduates choose not to proceed with a 
scientific profession, and those who attempt to do so face 
an uphill battle when they compete for research funds 
with researchers from developing countries in Asia and 
Latin America that have invested in science.

The focus on Sub-Saharan Africa is further under-
pinned by the “generation gap” in the research commu-
nity in this region. The present population of professors 
and senior researchers in Sub-Saharan Africa is “greying”. 
The shortage of scientifically trained personnel in most 
African countries will assume critical proportions in a 
few years time when many established scientists retire. 
Efforts to achieve sustainable development will be fatally 
undermined without a serious commitment to revitalising 
science in Africa.

In discussions with African researchers and univer-
sity administrators, IFS’s 40-year maximum age rule was 
found to be particularly difficult to meet for scientists in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. Consequently, in 2002 IFS decided to 
reconsider the age criteria for applicants from this region. 
Citizens of Sub-Saharan countries (excluding South Africa) 
may apply for IFS research grants even if they are over 40 

Revitalisation – IFS shifts focus 
to where support is most needed

years of age, 
provided that 
they took their 
highest aca-
demic degree 
( m i n i m u m 
MSc or equiva-
lent) less than 
five years prior 
to applying 
and are still 
at the early 
stage of their 
career. Special 
consideration 
may be given 
to women 
applicants.

In order 
to increase the 
competitive 
position of African applicants, IFS decided to mount vari-
ous capacity-enhancing activities. One concrete step was 
to arrange workshops for researchers who are eligible for 
research grants from IFS. The purpose of the workshops 
is to enhance the scientific competence of the partici-
pants, better enabling them to formulate their research 
topics into competitive proposals for funding from IFS 
and other research councils. The workshops start with a 
general introduction into the role of scientific research for 
development. They then proceed with the fundamentals 
of empirical scientific inquiry including hypothesis for-
mulation, experimental design, and statistical methods, 
networking with colleagues and budgeting. Participants 
work on their proposals throughout the workshop and 
present them for successive peer reviews.

Zadoc Ogutu (Inter University Council for East 
Africa); Michael Ståhl (Director IFS); Prof Arap 
Some, Vice Chancellor of Moi University, Kenya 
and Dr Alice Kaudia (IFS Adviser and resource 
person) during a visit by Michael Ståhl to East 
Africa.
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Fig. 3 Distribution of renewel grants
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Fig. 2 Distribution of first grants

IFS had 126 affiliated organisations (previously called 
member organisations) in the beginning of 2002 (see 
the complete list on pages 30 - 31). During the year nine 
organisations applied for status as affiliates and were 
welcomed into the “IFS family” at the Board of Trustees 
meeting in October. They include:

in Africa:
•    Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI), Kenya
•    Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique et Tech-

nologique (CNRST), Mali

Nine New Organisations 
affiliated with IFS in 2002 

•    Comité National de la Recherche Agricole (CNRA), 
Mali

•    Institute of Agricultural Research (IAR), Sierra 
Leone

•    National Agricultural Research Organisation (NARO), 
Uganda

in Asia:
•    Mongolian Academy of Sciences, Mongolia

Regional and International Organisations:
•    Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in 

Eastern and Central Africa (ASARECA), Headquarters 
in Entebbe, Uganda

•    Institut du Sahel (INSAH), with head office in 
Bamako, Mali

•    BioNET-INTERNATIONAL (The Global Network for 
Taxonomy), with head office in Surrey, United King-
dom

This brings the total number of IFS Affiliated Organisa-
tions to 135 in 86 countries.

A total of 135 organisations in 86 
countries are now IFS Affiliated 

Organisations

Fig. 4 Distribution of grants by research area
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Social Sciences:
Socio-Economic Aspects of the Sustainable 
Management of Biological Resources
IFS officially launched the Social Science Initiative in 2002 
with key support made available from long-standing IFS 
donors including the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of The 
Netherlands, Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG), 
and the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF). The 
initiative supports relevant social science research that 
increases the positive impact of the IFS Programme on 
the conservation, production, and renewable utilisation 
of the biological resource base.

The Social Science Initiative goes beyond simply 
adding another “area” to the menu of IFS research areas. 
This initiative encourages scientists from both the social 
sciences and the natural sciences to engage in multidisci-
plinary co-operation and supports researchers to address 
the prospects for sustainably managing the biological 
resource base and improving knowledge production 
and transfer for sustainable development. Specifically, 
the Social Science Initiative:
• funds social and economic research that is directly 

relevant to the sustainable management of the bio-
logical resource base

Two New Research Areas 
added in 2002

• reduces the barriers to communication between social 
scientists and natural scientists in the South 

• when appropriate, supports social scientists and 
natural scientists to form multidisciplinary teams 
addressing high priority research topics in develop-
ing countries.

The Social Science Initiative is a long-term project that 
will evolve based upon the demands of stakeholders 
in the South, and will be refined to meet specific needs 
in particular regions. Efforts are being made to further 
strengthen links with partner organisations in prioritised 
regions and to identify research topics of high priority for 
regional stakeholders (see the article on the new part-
nership with CODESRIA on page 10). The first six social 
science research projects were approved in 2002 and a 
sharp rise in applications indicates that 2003 will be an 
important year for expanding the social sciences at IFS.

More information about this initiative is available in 
the IFS document entitled Strategy for Social Sciences at IFS 
which is available at the IFS website:
http://www.ifs.se/Docs/Strategy for Social Sciences at 
IFS.pdf

Fig. 5 Grants to women scientists
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Water Resources:
Strengthening Capacity for Water Resources 
Research in Developing Countries
There is a growing realisation that water may become one 
of the main impediments to economic growth and devel-
opment in the South. A number of trends have affected 
the water situation in developing countries, including 
population growth, rising living standards and new life 
styles, urbanisation, an increasingly globalised world, 
industrialisation and water trading, new technology and 
new knowledge, limited new water supplies and degrada-
tion of water quality.

One of the main achievements of the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development in September 2002 in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa, was to target a 50% reduction of the 
number of people lacking adequate water and sanitation 
conditions by the year 2015.

In 2002 IFS launched an initiative that aims to address 
some of the identified trends behind the water situation 
in developing countries. The IFS water resources initiative 
focuses on the following six areas:

Water for livelihood
1.  Safe drinking water
2.  Sustainable sanitation 
3.  Pollution abatement
4.  Water treatment

Water for agriculture
5.  Rainfed agriculture and rainfall harvesting 
6.  Social and economic dimensions of water manage-

ment

In the water area IFS also supports the development of 
research teams involving scientists working with slightly 
different aspects within the same project. The team mem-
bers are supported through individual grants. In parallel 
with the scientific research the teams are expected to 
arrange workshops and invite other researchers, com-
munity representatives, and policy-makers. Issues may 

be the scientific state of the art, research planning, the 
needs of the community, or policies and regulations. 
When IFS has approved a critical number of individual 
and team grants, certain laboratories will be targeted and 
provided with support.

It is of great importance to establish a gender focus on 
water resources, and gender is taken into account when 
research teams are established, as well as when com-
municating with community representatives and other 
stakeholders. Moreover, this initiative will initially focus 
on Africa, since 50% of Africa’s population does not have 
safe drinking water, 60% have inadequate sanitation, 80 
% of endemic disability is caused by water-borne diseases, 
and in many African countries pollution monitoring is 
very poor. It is obvious that a large number of organisa-
tions are already tackling these water issues and IFS will 
collaborate with the most appropriate organisations, both 
in the North and in the South.

More information about this initiative is available 
in the IFS document entitled Strengthening Capacity for 
Water Resources Research in Developing Countries which is 
available at the IFS website:
http://www.ifs.se/Docs/IFS WaterResourcesResearch.pdf

Groundwater levels in Tanzania are affected by deforesta-
tion at the same time as population pressure on water 
resources increases.
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In order to mark the 30th anniversary of IFS, the Board 
decided to change the name of the IFS Silver Jubilee Award 
to the IFS Jubilee Award (The IFS Silver Jubilee Award was 
established to celebrate IFS’s 25th anniversary in 1997). 
The IFS Jubilee Award will continue to be given to grantees 
outside Sub-Saharan Africa, whilst grantees in Sub-Saha-
ran Africa are eligible for the IFS/Danida Award.

The IFS Scientific and Grants Committee approved 
six awards for 2002. Each award is in the amount of USD 

Awards to IFS Grantees 2002

Dr Etienne Dongo, Associate Professor, Department of Organic 
Chemistry, University of Yaoundé, Cameroon

Dr Dongo received the IFS/Danida Award for the research 
he has carried out under his second grant period, when he 
obtained a number of interesting results from both chemical 
and biological points of view. This resulted in publishing five 
articles in international renowned journals (Phytochemistry and 
Phytomedicine). In his own words:

“Plants of Dorstenia genus are used to cure rheumatism, 
headache and cough, and are used in the west part of Cameroon 
as spices widely consumed by women after delivery. When we 
started this project, one of our objectives was to evaluate the 
health benefit of these spices, their biological activity and toxic-
ity. Should we recommend that the local population continue 
to use them, or not? So far the structural elucidation of 40 
isolated compounds has been done and we have obtained 25 
novel compounds, mostly phenolic. Some of them have shown 
interesting anticancer, antioxidant and anti-inflammatory activi-
ties. The plant extract of Dorstenia psilurus has proved useful in 
the treatment and prevention of hypertension, and we are now 
on our way to standardising active fractions of this species for 
our local population.”

2,000 and is given for noteworthy achievements clearly 
associated with work supported fully or in part by IFS.

The IFS/Danida Awardees:
ETIENNE DONGO, Cameroon

ADOLPHE MONKIEDJE, Cameroon
SAMBA NDAO SYLLA, Senegal

The IFS Jubilee Awardees:
M C NANDEESHA, India

TUYA SHARKHUU, Mongolia
JIANG YUEMING, China
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Dr Tuya Sharkhuu, Veterinary Research Institute, Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia

“With several veterinarians in my family, I grew up very famil-
iar with knowledge of parasites in wild and domestic animals, 
and my father urged me to attend veterinary school as well. My 
studies focused very early on the epidemiology of goat helmin-
thiasis, caused by gastrointestinal parasites.

The needs of Mongolian goat husbandry, which sustains 
nomadic herdsmen and the country’s cashmere industry, chan-
nelled my work towards economic evaluations of the parasite 
burden, as well as the development of control and prevention 
guidelines for practising vets and herders. 

The year of my graduation, 1992, was unfortunately a time 
of social and economic upheaval in Mongolia, causing many 
scientific professionals to leave the field for better paid positions 
elsewhere. Communication with the western world improved, 
however, and contact with an EU veterinary expert, Dr Nick 
Honhold, led to IFS support and eventually other grants enabling 
my further studies in the UK, Germany and Australia.”

Dr M. C. Nandeesha, Professor and Head, Department of Aqua-
culture, Central Agricultural University, Tripura, India 

“I first came to know about IFS in 1986, when I was looking 
for a travel grant to attend the First Asian Fisheries Forum. While 
I didn’t get a travel grant, I did eventually receive support to 
develop cost-effective diets for carp, which is a widely cultured 
fish in Asia. This support enabled me to create some basic 
laboratory facilities, which we used to assess the digestibility 
and inclusion level of various resources available. Sericulture 
wastes, soybean flour, squilla, earthworm meal and spirulina 
were tested for their digestibility and growth-inducing potential 
at varied levels of inclusion. 

We tested the theory of alternate feeding schedule developed 
by another IFS grantee, Dr Sena S. De Silva, for tilapia in Sri Lanka. 
The study demonstrated the possibility of reducing the cost of 
carp production with a simple feeding practice of low and high 
protein diets with a predetermined feeding regime. 

This IFS project put me in touch with both farming and sci-
entific communities, and I was given an opportunity by various 
international organisations to train young researchers and farm-
ers in different countries to solve their aquaculture and fishery 
problems by themselves.”
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have the greatest 
impact. Toward 
this end, in 
December 2002 
a small group of 
scholars, policy-
makers, exten-
sion workers, 
NGO representa-
tives, and farmers 
gathered in Kam-
pala, Uganda 
to develop a 
research agenda 
in the multidis-
ciplinary field of 
sustainable agri-
culture that will 
help to orient 
the activities of 
researchers in 
Africa towards 
meeting the 
needs of African 
farmers.

This workshop concluded with a number of recom-
mendations that are the basis for the further development 
of the IFS-CODESRIA Sustainable Agriculture Initiative 
in 2003. Specifically, the workshop developed a detailed 
plan for supporting multidisciplinary, team research on 
agricultural/agroforestry production systems, post-harvest 
and handling systems, agricultural service provision, and 
institutions (that is, rules and norms) affecting the sus-
tainability of agricultural systems. The full recommenda-
tions from this meeting are available at www.ifs.se and 
www.codesria.org.

Early 2002 saw the establishment of an exciting new 
partnership between IFS and the Council for the Develop-
ment of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA). 
CODESRIA, a pan-African organisation based in Dakar, 
Senegal, is a leading supporter and publisher of social sci-
ence research in Africa, and a natural partner for IFS as it 
increases its support for social and economic research on 
the management of natural resources. During the year IFS 
and CODESRIA agreed to launch a new initiative fostering 
greater multidisciplinary, stakeholder-driven research on 
issues of critical importance to Africa.

The first step in this new IFS-CODESRIA partner-
ship was to establish how IFS and CODESRIA could 

Thriving International Partnerships

COMSTECH is the Standing Committee on Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC). COMSTECH and IFS have a Memoran-
dum of Understanding for the joint funding of research 
grants. In 2002 nine applications from researchers in the 
OIC membership countries were approved for grants.

UNU/INRA is the Institute for Natural Resources in Africa 
at the United Nations University. UNU/INRA and IFS 
jointly finance research grants in the field of soil fertility 
and biodiversity management in Africa. In 2002 15 grants 
were made under this collaboration.

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW) and IFS have a Memorandum of Understanding 
related to cofunding research grants in areas relevant to 
the Chemical Weapons Convention concerning studies on 
the substitution of toxic chemicals. In 2002 34 research 
grants were approved under the collaboration. 

Sida/NATUR has provided funds for IFS grants and sup-
porting activities in Forestry and Agroforestry since 1993. 
Through this partnership IFS could award research grants 
to 29 young scientists in 2002. Moreover, 10 grantees 
could attend scientific conferences and 141 researchers 
could participate in workshops on how to prepare re-
search proposals.

IFS has established partnerships with a wide range of organisations 
and has featured some of these in recent Annual Reports; 

this year we feature CODESRIA

Prof Adebayo Olukoshi, Director of  
CODESRIA, (second from left), meeting with 
IFS staff (from left) Richard Hall, Jacques 
Gaillard and Eren Zink, during his visit to 
Stockholm in 2002.
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Conferences 2002
IFS staff took part in the following international confer-
ences in 2002:
•    International Organization for Chemical Sciences 

in Development (IOCD) International Symposium: 
Chemistry and pharmacology of plants used in Afri-
can traditional medicine, Bamako, Mali, March

•    World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johan-
nesburg, South Africa, August

•    13th Stockholm Water Symposium, Stockholm, 
Sweden, August

•    27th General Assembly of the International Council 
for Science (ICSU), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Septem-
ber

•    Annual General Meeting of the CGIAR, Manila, Phil-
ippines, November

•    Developing Country Access to On-Line Scientific 
Publishing: Sustainable Alternatives, Trieste, Italy, 
October

Workshops 2002
IFS was organiser or co-organiser of the following work-
shops in 2002:
•    Food Science and Nutrition for Sustainable Liveli-

hood, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, February
•    Research Proposal Writing Workshop, Ouagadougou, 

Burkina Faso, February
•    Plant Pathology, Biocontrol and Biopreservation, 

Agadir, Morocco, April
•    Research Proposal Writing Workshop, Cotonou, 

Benin, June
•    Systems Analysis and Modelling in Agriculture, Accra, 

Ghana, August 
•    Purchasing, Servicing and Maintenance of Scientific 

Equipment in Western Africa, Buea, Cameroon, 
November

•    Research Proposal Writing Workshop, Maputo, 
Mozambique, November

•    Research Proposal Writing Workshop, Antananarivo, 
Madagascar, November

•    Livestock: The Key to Sustainable Farming Systems, 
Merida, Mexico, November

Research Proposal Preparation Workshops 2002 
Increasing the quality of research proposals from devel-
oping countries has long been a concern of IFS and in 
the early 1990’s a series of research proposal writing 
workshops were organised. Since 1999, with the help of 
Sida/NATUR funding, IFS has again taken up this issue, 
and during 2002, the following two regional and three 
national workshops were held in Africa:
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 4-8 February (regional 
workshop). Held in collaboration with Institut de 
l´Environnement et des Recherches Agricoles (INERA) 
(local organiser) and the International Union of Forest 
Research Organizations (IUFRO) (providing handbooks), 
this workshop, the first to have been held in French, was 
based on a French translation of the IUFRO handbook 
(“Manuel pour la préparation et la rédaction de proposi-
tions de recherche”). New resource personnel were identi-
fied with the help of the International Service for National 
Agricultural Research (ISNAR) in The Hague, who recom-
mended Mr Issa Boro, a staff member of INERA. The other 
resource people were Dr Richard Hall (IFS), Dr François 
Le Tacon (INRA, France and IFS Adviser), and Dr Kadidia 
Sanon (IFS grantee, previously trained by IFS in proposal 
writing). In total, 24 researchers representing 11 nationali-
ties attended the workshop. 
Maputo, Mozambique, 25-27, 28-30 November (regional 
and national workshops). The regional workshop had 23 
participants from ten countries in Southern Africa and was 
followed by a three-day national workshop on the same 

IFS in the World: 
Conferences and Workshops
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topic with 20 Mozambican scientists. The instructors at 
both workshops – Dr Alice Kaudia, Assistant Director of 
Kenya Forestry Research Institute, and Mr Peter Wood, 
both IFS Scientific Advisers – elucidated the proposal 
writing process and Dr Ingrid Leemans, IFS Secretariat, 
explained the IFS application review process. Excellent 
local arrangements were provided by the Centro de Experi-
mentação Florestal and the Centro Técnico de Investigação 
Agraria. On this occasion, IUFRO kindly provided manu-
als to all participants. 
Cotonou, Benin, June (national workshop). This work-
shop was organized after the regional workshop held in 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso in February 2002. Dr Jean 
Ganglo, IFS grantee in Forestry took part in the workshop 
in Burkina Faso and he was the trainer at this follow-up 
workshop. The 50 participants were researchers from 
different universities and research institutions in Benin, 
mainly in Forestry, Crop Science, Chemistry, Social Sci-
ence and to a lesser extent Food Science, Aquaculture and 
Animal Biology. Around 50 % of the participants were 
eligible for an IFS grant. The IUFRO booklet was used 
as a manual for the training; the IFS application form 
was used as a training example. Ms Nathalie Persson 
represented IFS.
Antananarivo, Madagascar, November (national work-
shop). This workshop was co-sponsored by a special 
fund dedicated to training programmes managed by Dr 
Philippe Rasoanaivo and had 36 participants. The instruc-
tors, all former IFS grantees, were Dr Bakoly Rakouth, Prof 
Philippe Rasoanaivo, Prof Jhon Rasambainarivo and Prof 
Fanantenanirainy Randimbivololona. Dr François Gas-
engayire from IDRC, Nairobi, was guest lecturer at the 
workshop.

The aim of the regional workshops has been to train 
trainers; that is, the participants have been asked to give 
similar workshops in their home countries, spreading 
knowledge to a much larger audience than just those 
present at the workshop. The regional workshop in 
Burkina Faso has so far generated follow-up workshops 
in Benin, Cote d’Ivoire, Madagascar, Senegal, and Togo. 
As a result of the course in Mozambique several follow-
up workshops will be organised in Southern Africa in 
2003.

Training Course on Systems Analysis 
and Modelling in Agriculture
Computer modelling can be an important tool for more 
efficient agriculture and forestry. There is an enormous 
amount of data available about soils, rainfall, climate, 
etc. in many places in Africa, and modelling represents a 

way to use this data in a more constructive way. Research-
ers often repeat experiments unnecessarily because they 
either don’t know it’s been done before or don’t have 
access to the data.

The 4-day course “Use of Systems Analysis and 
Modelling for Agricultural and Forestry Research and 
Development” was organised and sponsored by IFS in 
August 2002 and  held at the Soil Science Department of 
the Faculty of Agriculture at the University of Ghana in 
Legon, outside Accra. Instructors were Dr Tjark Bontkes, 
from IFDC (International Fertiliser Development Center) 
in Togo and the local host, Dr Samuel Adiku, Head of the 
Department of Soil Science. Of the 21 participants from 8 
East and West African countries, 12 were IFS grantees.

Dr Samuel Adiku, 
Head of the Soil 
Science department 
at the University 
of Ghana and IFS 
Adviser, instruct-
ing participants in 
modelling software at 
the workshop ‘Use of 
Systems Analysis and 
Modelling for Agri-
cultural and Forestry 
Research Develop-
ment’ held in Ghana 
in August 2002.

Nyaudoh U NDAEYO, left, and  Fritz TABI, both from Nigeria, 
working with modelling software at the workshop ‘Use of 
Systems Analysis and Modelling for Agricultural and Forestry 
Research Development’ held in Ghana in August 2002.
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A number of standard models used in agriculture 
and forestry were demonstrated in detail and par-
ticipants worked with these using data from their own 
institutions.

All participants felt that these tools were very relevant 
and useful in their work and it seemed quite feasible to 
most present that the extension advisers could either use 
models themselves or be in contact with researchers who 
use them. One strong limitation, however, to using these 
modelling tools is the price of software, which might be 
as much as US $3,000 per user-licence. One of the sim-
pler models (QUEFTS) is available free of charge and all 
participants received a copy.

Purchasing, Servicing and Maintenance of Scientific 
Equipment in Western Africa
A regional workshop was organized by IFS in Buea Uni-
versity in Cameroon during 5-8 November 2002 in order 
to address the issue of purchasing, servicing and mainte-
nance of scientific equipment. The participants included 
researchers, technicians and policymakers from Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, Senegal 
and Togo as well as international donor and supplier 
representatives and representatives of networks already 
tackling these issues.

The following issues were discussed: standardisation 
of equipment, interaction with manufacturers, harmoni-
sation of policy for equipment management in the region, 
procedures for purchasing, installation commissioning 
and human resources development. Problems experi-
enced by technicians, researchers and policy makers had 
been identified separately, and firm plans for follow-up 
activities at institutional, national and regional levels 
were agreed on. 

MISTRA/IFS Workshops 2002
In addition to the regular activities carried out by four of 
the five MISTRA programmes participating in the second 
phase (2000-2003) of the joint programme between 
IFS and MISTRA, the Swedish Foundation for Strategic 
Environmental Research, two conferences and workshops 
were held with the purpose of linking scientists working 
in MISTRA-funded programmes in Sweden with scientists 
in developing countries:
Plant Pathology, Biocontrol and Biopreservation, 
Agadir, Morocco, May 2002.  The purpose of the work-
shop was to create an opportunity for 20 IFS grantees from 
African countries, Swedish Researchers and PhD students 
to meet and exchange experiences, opinions and ideas 
with a view to potential future collaboration. Another 

output of the workshop was a decision to establish an 
international Network for scientists working in the area 
of microbial antagonism.
Livestock: The Key to Sustainable Farming Systems, 
Merida, Mexico, November 2002.  IFS organised a two-
day regional workshop on the role of livestock in sustain-
able agriculture at the Autonomous University of Yucatan 
in Merida, Mexico. Twenty seven participants from 10 dif-
ferent countries attended the workshop, including present 
and former IFS grantees, IFS advisers and potential appli-
cants. Afterwards, all workshop participants attended the 
international conference “Responding to the increasing 
global demand for animal products”, organised by the 
British Society of Animal Science and its Mexican and 
American sister organisations. The combination of both 
events created ideal opportunities for young researchers in 
the region to meet with senior scientists and to explore the 
possibilities for future collaboration. A much appreciated 
side event was a meeting where over twenty IFS advisers 
were given the opportunity to meet each other and express 
their views on IFS activities and policies.

Participants at the ‘Purchasing, Servicing and Maintenance 
of Scientific Equipment in Western Africa’ workshop in 
Buea, Cameroon enjoying lunch.

Dr Thouraya Souissi and Dr Mohamed Cherif, both grant-
ees from Tunisia, at the workshop on Plant pathology and 
Biocontrol held in Morocco in 2002.
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Evaluation: The MESIA Reports
A Monitoring and Evaluation System for Impact Assess-
ment (MESIA) was established within IFS in 2000. It 
provides information on the impact of the organisation’s 
work and to guide future programmes. MESIA uses the 
IFS database, questionnaire surveys, interviews with indi-
vidual scientists, and bibliometric analysis of the scientific 
outputs of IFS grantees to form assessments. MESIA is one 
tool IFS can use to track the careers of its grantees and the 
impact of its support on scientific capacity strengthening 
in developing countries. In 2002, the fourth report was 
completed and published (see below) while work on two 
were in the making (an impact analysis of IFS support in 
Cameroon and a tracer study of IFS grantees in China).

MESIA Reports are available on the IFS 
web site at www.ifs.se or can be requested from 
pirkko.tolamo@ifs.se. 

Impact Assessment

Report No.1 Monitoring and Evaluation System for Impact 
Assessment (MESIA), Conceptual Framework 
and Guidelines

 Gaillard J., 2000. 38 pages.
Report No.2 Questionnaire Survey of African Scientists 

(also available in French)
 Gaillard J. and A. Furó Tullberg, 2001. 92 

pages.
Report No.3 IFS Impact in Mexico: 25 years of support to 

scientists
 Gaillard J., J.M. Russell, A. Furó Tullberg, 

N. Narvaez-Berthelemot and E. Zink, 2001. 
152 pages.

Report No.4 Strengthening Science Capacity in Tanzania: 
An Impact Analysis of IFS Support

 Gaillard J., E. Zink, and A. Furó Tullberg, 
2002. 104 pages.

Strengthening Science Capacity in Tanzania: The 
Impact of IFS Support 
The Tanzanian study, published in 2002, provides both 
an overview of the Tanzanian science and technology 
environment, and an in-depth analysis of the impact of 
IFS support for young researchers. The report finds that 
well-targeted support to young scientists at the beginning 
of their research career strengthens national science capac-
ity, even in environments characterised by a fragile science 
infrastructure and insufficient funding. 

Tanzanian scientists have been participating in the 
IFS research grants programme since 1974, and the study 
analyses the impact of approximately  USD 1 million in 
IFS support on the careers of 55 of these researchers. The 
grantees are found working in all regions of Tanzania, but 
they are concentrated in the cities where the two major 
universities are located: Dar es Salaam and Morogoro. And, 

MESIA 
Reports 
published 
to date
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The IFS impact studies (MESIA) 
continue and a new report was 

produced in 2002
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despite the fact that women are much fewer in number 
than men within the population of grantees in Tanzania, 
they are nevertheless overrepresented in comparison to 
the overall population of scientists in Tanzania. 

IFS had a number of positive impacts on the careers 
of its grantees in Tanzania. The publication trends among 
IFS grantees in Tanzania suggest that IFS support has had a 
positive impact on the productivity of grantees. IFS grant-
ees are, on average, among the most productive scientists 
in Tanzania and contributed during the 1990s to a sizeable 
share of all Tanzanian mainstream science publications. 
Results from the bibliometric study also show that they 
continue to be active as scientists and to publish after the 
IFS support is concluded. 

IFS also contributed significantly to the academic 
advancement of Tanzanian grantees to the extent that 
advanced academic degrees were largely based upon 
the IFS-supported research projects. Interviews also 
confirmed that, in several instances, IFS had a positive 
impact on grantees’ institutional promotion, contributed 
to the internationalisation of grantee careers, and opened 
doors to additional funding opportunities. Furthermore, 

IFS support contributed to the grantees’ establishment 
as scientists in Tanzania, thus reducing the likelihood of 
brain drain.

In a few cases, the IFS grant contributed to research 
that lead to significant economic developments. Of par-
ticular significance was the commercial development 
of the seaweed industry, which is a follow-up of one 
grantee’s pioneering research. This enterprise generates 
export earnings of over USD 10 million annually and 
offers employment opportunities to more than 40,000 
people, mostly women.

National investment in science and technology is 
at a very low level in Tanzania. Although a number of 
national research grant schemes have been recently estab-
lished, most of them are experiencing severe budgetary 
constraints and their impact, so far, remains limited. An 
IFS grant remains a very attractive and necessary source 
of research funding for young Tanzanian scientists. As 
illustrated during the interviews, the IFS grant also consti-
tutes a valuable catalyst not only for the establishment of 
the IFS grantees’ careers, but also for attracting additional 
funding.

Fleshy fruit related to IFS grantee Marco A. Pizo’s research project: Seed dispersal of Myrtaceae in the Brazilian Atlantic forest.
Photos: Marco A. Pizo
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In 2002 IFS celebrated its 30th anniversary as an inter-
national institution supporting scientific research in the 
developing world.

Altogether eighty-seven persons participated in the 
anniversary celebrations in connection with the govern-
ance meetings held in October in Sigtuna, Sweden.

An anniversary booklet, IFS 30 Years: Developing Sci-
ence, Science for Development, was launched on this occa-
sion. It contains thirty-three personal histories of former 
IFS grantees and their careers, compiled and written by 
Ebbe Schiöler, former chair of the IFS Board of Trustees. 
The stories illustrate the diverse background of IFS grant-
ees, and how their professional contributions as young 
scientists made a difference in their region. This booklet 
was funded by Sida/SAREC.

There are common denominators throughout. The 
stories tell how an individual IFS grant can become a ral-
lying point for the establishment of a research team at the 
grantee’s institution, spurring enthusiasm and hope. They 
also show how the grant can become a stepping stone to a 
lifelong career. The booklet can be ordered free of charge 
from pirkko.tolamo@ifs.se.

It was also a time of reflection. The Board of Trustees, 
Scientific Advisory Committees and donors discussed 
the future orientation of IFS’s programme. A joint forum 
among the IFS Staff and Board, Donors and Advisers was 

IFS Celebrates 
30 Years Promoting Science

held in the form of a seminar where former grantees 
reflected on the role of scientists in developing countries. 
During the event, IFS future orientation towards increasing 
support to researchers in the less developed countries was 
charted out (see page 4).

IFS 30 Years 

1972 1974 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986

• 26th May Charter 
of Foundation for 
IFS signed by Sven 
Brohult (Sweden), 
Robert Marshak 
(USA), Roger Revelle 
(USA) & Abdus 
Salam (Pakistan)

• Registration of IFS 
as a Foundation 
in Sweden

• Grant no. 1 
(Côte d’Ivoire)

• First year of activity 
– 45 research grants 
given in 
17 countries

• First group of 
renewal grants 
(22 in number)

• Belgium provides 
first contribution 
to IFS

• First Workshop 
– ”Tropical 
Mycorrhiza” – in 
Kumasi, Ghana

• 500th grant given
• Proceedings from 

2nd IFS Workshop 
”Aquaculture in 
South-East Asia” 
published by Elsevier 
(Netherlands)

• 1st External 
Evaluation of IFS 
by an international 
team

• 4th IFS General 
Assembly, Rabat, 
Morocco

• 1st Sven Brohult 
Award to Prof Abdul 
Latif Ibrahim 
of Malaysia

• Tracer study by 
Jacques Gaillard 
of IFS Grantees 1974-
84 published

• IFS receives King 
Baudouin Interna-
tional Development 
Prize

• Grantee no. 1,000 
(Chile)

• Denmark, United 
Kingdom and World 
Bank provide their 
first contributions 
to IFS

• IFS awarded Princess 
Chulabhom of Thai-
land Gold Medal 

• 2,000 research grants 
to date (value of USD 
10 Million)
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1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998

• IFS receives King 
Baudouin Interna-
tional Development 
Prize

• Grantee no. 1,000 
(Chile)

• Denmark, United 
Kingdom and World 
Bank provide their 
first contributions 
to IFS

• IFS awarded Princess 
Chulabhom of Thai-
land Gold Medal 

• 2,000 research grants 
to date (value of USD 
10 Million)

• ”Science and 
Sustainability” 
– special issue of 
the journal AMBIO 
about IFS

• IFS/Asian Fisheries 
Society joint small 
grants programme 
begins

• Grantee no. 2,000 
(Brazil)

• 1st IFS Advisers’ 
Forum

• 4th Sven Brohult 
Award to Dr Lourdes 
Cruz of the 
Philippines

• Application no. 
10,000 (Vietnam)

• IFS/Danida Award 
initiated

• IFS/MISTRA pro-
gramme begins

• Joint IFS/COMSTECH 
programme begins

• Joint IFS-UNU/INRA 
programme begins

• 3rd External 
Evaluation of IFS: 
Mobilising Scientists 
for Development: A 
Precious Mission in 
a Changing Context

• MESIA Project 
(Studies on IFS 
Impact) – first report

2000

• IFS celebrates 30th 
Anniversary – 
focusing more on 
researchers in least 
developed countries

2002 2003

IFS 30th Anniversary celebration and dinner 
at Sigtuna in Sweden on 19th October, 2002
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New Director at IFS
IFS Board of Trustees appointed Dr Michael Ståhl Director 
for a five-year period as of 1 July 2002. Dr Ståhl comes 
from the Swedish International Development Co-opera-
tion Agency (Sida), where he was Head of the Division 
for Thematic Research Programmes at the Department 
for Research Co-operation (SAREC). He has 30 years of 
experience from international development co-operation, 
with special focus on research and capacity building. His 
early career was geared to academic research in the broad 
context of rural development. His PhD thesis and subse-
quent post doc research dealt with land reform and small-
holder production in Ethiopia, while his later research 
included socio-economic dynamics of land degradation, 
sustainable use of biological resources, biodiversity and 

development. Michael Ståhl also has a long experience 
in project administration and management of research 
funding. He spent twelve years in Africa and the Middle 
East and inter alia was director of a regional soil conserva-
tion programme in Eastern Africa and head of the Swed-
ish Development Co-operation with Ethiopia. His most 
recent position was with Sida, where he was responsible 
for support to international and regional research and 
research training programmes in the fields of basic sci-
ences, life sciences, health and social sciences.

Dr Ståhl succeeds Dr Jacques Gaillard – Acting Direc-
tor for the period 1 January - 30 June – and Prof Thomas 
Rosswall, who left IFS at the end of 2001 to become 
Executive Director at the International Council for Sci-
ence (ICSU) in Paris. 

New Director,
New Trustees

“ When I assumed the 
responsibility as Direc-
tor of IFS in July 2002, the 
organisation was in a proc-
ess of dynamic change. 
IFS’ response to the recom-
mendations of the External 
Evaluation (2001) had been 
formulated in a Medium Term 
Strategic Plan (2002-2004). 
During the year IFS was fully 
busy spelling out the opera-
tional consequences and preparing a workplan to imple-
ment them. This important policy work coincided with the 
30th Anniversary. We used the opportunity to arrange a 
“stakeholder” seminar in order to take the reform process 

further. Over three days at the end of October, IFS gath-
ered 90 participants to hammer out this new policy, the 
thrust being to reinforce our support to young research-
ers in the low-income countries. During the Anniversary 
the Scientific Advisory Committees met, as did the Board 
of Trustees and the Donors’ Group. Some 20 former 
grantees were among the participants, who shared their 
personal experiences of conducting scientific research 
under difficult circumstances. On the same occasion IFS 
launched a new publication IFS 30 Years: Developing 
Science, Science for Development, which portrays the 
career history of 33 former grantees (see pages 16-17). 
The IFS report on the performance of IFS grantees in 
Tanzania (see page 14) was published concurrently. It 
corroborated earlier IFS analyses of the difficulties young 
researchers face in low-income countries.

New Director: “Join us for the journey!”
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New Trustees on the IFS Board
The IFS Board of Trustees has appointed three new Trus-
tees to begin their terms as of 1 January, 2003.

ANA MARÍA CETTO, a full-time research professor 
of the Institute of Physics and a lecturer at the Depart-
ments of Physics and Biology of the Faculty of Sciences at 
National University of Mexico (UNAM). As of 1 January 
2003, Professor Cetto was appointed Deputy Director 
General for the Department of Technical Co-operation 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). She 
received her professional degree in Physics from UNAM, 
an MA in Biophysics from Harvard University and an MSc 
and PhD in Physics from UNAM. She occupies senior 
posts in prominent international organisations, such 
as Chair of the Executive Committee of the Pugwash 
Conferences (Nobel Peace Prize 1995). Professor Cetto 
replaces Alberto Nieto of the Universidad de la Repub-
lica in Uruguay. Professor Nieto is a former IFS grantee 
and Adviser and has served as an IFS Trustee since 1997 
and as Vice-chair of the Board for the period May 2000 
- December 2002.

SARA BAISAI FERESU, Director of the Institute of 
Environmental Studies in Zimbabwe and an Associate 
Professor of Microbiology at the Department of Biological 
Sciences at the University of Zimbabwe. Professor Feresu 
received a BSc in Biological Sciences at Wolverhampton 
Polytechnic and a PhD in Bacteriology from the Univer-
sity of Leicester. She is an IFS Adviser and former grantee. 
She succeeds Dr Beyene Kebede of the Ethiopian Science 

and Technology Commission. Dr Beyene has been an IFS 
Trustee since 1997.

WENDY WHITE, Director of the National Research 
Council’s Board on International Scientific Organization 
at the US National Academy of Sciences. Ms White heads 
the unit that administers the US components of the inter-
national scientific unions. She has degrees in French and 
History and a Master’s in Library Science. Ms White fol-
lows Professor Carl-Olof Jacobson, formerly the Secretary 
General of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences and 
IFS Trustee since 1997.

IFS welcomes these three excellent and very well 
qualified individuals to the Board of Trustees and thanks, 
with deepest appreciation, the outgoing Trustees for their 
devotion and service to IFS.

Based on these deliberations, IFS prepared the Annual 
Workplan for 2003, which lays out our new course. In 
essence, we resolved to:
• increase IFS visibility in low-income countries
• explicitly target young scientists in these countries
• reformulate country eligibility criteria in order not to put 

applications from low-income countries at a disadvantage
• modify the research priorities and assessment pro-

cedures in order to become more relevant to low-
income country researchers 

• initiate pre-grant capacity-enhancing activities
• work closely with regional partners
• reformulate the individual eligibility (age limit) for appli-

cants from Sub-Saharan Africa
• streamline administrative procedures in order to 

increase efficiency.

At the same time we are anxious to keep our good rela-
tions with researchers in middle-income countries. We 
will continue supporting them. However, over time, their 
role will increasingly be that of mentors.

The concrete output of the reform process consoli-
dated in 2002 is the Annual Work Plan for 2003, which 
can be downloaded from the IFS web site.

IFS set tough tasks for itself in 2002. But we are well 
prepared! We have a competent secretariat, a support-
ive Board and a very resourceful assembly of scientific 
advisers. 

Join us for the journey! ”

Michael Ståhl
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”The Foundation 

has been extremely 

important for the 

personal development 

of countless scientists 

in developing countries 

while, on the other 

hand, it constitutes 

a vivid example of 

an institution that 

genuinely believes 

in the importance of 

science and technology 

to develop the Third 

World.”
Dr Bernabé Santelices, 

IFS Adviser and former grantee, 
Chile

”The main quality or advantage of being an 
IFS grantee is to become a member of the 
global scientific community.”

Prof Prabir Sarkar, 
IFS Adviser and former grantee, India
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”The support by IFS has moved me from 
the craddle of my academic career to the 
level of a Professor.”

Prof Olusola Bandele Oyewole,  
IFS Adviser and former grantee, Nigeria

”IFS has a ’no-nonsense’ way of doing things that 
greatly facilitates relationship with grantees from 
different cultural backgrounds.”

Prof José María Gutiérrez, former IFS grantee and winner 
of the 1997 Sven Brohult Award, Costa Rica
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Procurement of scientific equipment 
IFS offers grantees three choices for the administration 
of their grants: all funds transferred to the home institu-
tion, part of the funds transferred, or all funds left in 
Stockholm. For the grant money left with IFS, our Pur-
chasing Department assists the grantees in identifying, 
procuring and delivering the budgeted items they need 
for their projects.

IFS offers procurement services to grantees upon 
request. IFS has links to suppliers of scientific equipment, 
chemicals, supplies, and literature all over the world, and 
IFS’s purchasers can often get substantial discounts when 
purchasing on behalf of grantees.

In 2002 IFS assisted 144 grantees and placed 304 
purchase orders at a value of SEK 4.2 million (approxi-
mately USD 475,000). Slightly more than 50 % of the 
purchasing services given were requested by African 
grantees, 39 % by grantees in Latin America and 7 % by 
grantees in Asian countries. The grantees assisted in Africa 
were in the following countries (in order of number of 
purchases): Cameroon, Zimbabwe, Morocco, Burkina 
Faso and Kenya.

 
Literature searches
In order to respond to the inadequate access to scientific 
literature in much of the developing world, IFS supplied, 
as part of a pilot study in 2002, an abstracting service to 
a selected number of grantees. The service was provided 
via email and the searches were done in comprehensive 
electronic databases by the experienced professional staff 
at the library of the Swedish University of Agricultural 
Science (SLU) in Uppsala. 

The average number of abstracts supplied per grantee 
was 114 (range 10-232). Surprisingly, the demand for the 
service was high even from those institutes in countries 
that, in theory, have free access to a wide range of elec-
tronic journals and databases, indicating that Internet 

IFS Services to Grantees

connectivity is still a constraining factor in these cases. Of 
the 58 grantees who used the service in the pilot study, 
44 responded to an e-mail survey on the usefulness of 
the service. Almost all were very positive, indicating that 
the abstracts received were highly relevant and useful for 
their research.

Professor Prabir Sarkar, IFS Adviser and former grantee, in 
his lab at the University of North Bengal at Siliguru in India.

An alpaca in Andean region of Peru used in the research of 
Dr Armando Hung, IFS Adviser and former grantee.

IFS continues to provide additional services 
to those researchers who 

receive an IFS grant
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Administration Report
For the year 2002, IFS provided 187 research grants 
of which 129 were first grants and 58 were renewals.  
The total amount of research grants awarded was SEK 
17,574,371 (EUR 1,922,000).  In addition, IFS provided 
travel grants, awards, supplementary grants, literature 
grants and network and workshop support totalling SEK 
3,975,021 (EUR 434,000).  In total, support in the amount 
of SEK 21,549,392 (EUR 2,356,000) for grants and awards 
was provided to some of the over 1000 young scientists 
engaged in the IFS programme during 2002.

Proposals submitted for research grants are pre-
screened at the IFS Secretariat.  Thereafter, they are sent 
to scientific advisers and experts for comment (IFS has 
approximately 1000 advisers in its database.)  The propos-
als are then reviewed and prioritised at the meetings of 
the Scientific Advisory Committees (SAC).  Approximately 
forty Advisers participate in these meetings twice each year.  
The Advisers do not receive remuneration for reviewing 
applications nor for participating in the SAC meetings.  
The estimated value of these contributed services is not 
reflected in this report.

In addition to the direct financial support, IFS also 
takes an active role in the work of the researchers by 
providing purchasing services for scientific equipment 
and supplies.

As of January 1, 2002, the Board of Trustees appointed 
Dr Jacques Gaillard, Acting Director until a new Director 
was recruited.  On July 1, 2002, Dr Michael Ståhl was 
appointed Director of IFS.

Legal and Organisational Issues
The Charter of the International Foundation For Science 
(IFS) was signed in Stockholm on May 26, 1972 by Sven 
Brohult, President of the Royal Academy of Engineering 
Sciences (IVA), Sweden; Robert Marshak, Professor of 

Excerpt from the Notes 
to Audited Financial Statement 2002

Nuclear Physics, Rochester University, USA; Roger Revelle, 
Chairman of the Harvard Center for Population Stud-
ies, USA and Abdus Salam, Director of the International 
Center for Theoretical Physics (ICTP), Italy.

IFS was viewed as a foundation according to Swedish 
legislation and was registered as such with the County 
Board of Stockholm, most recently in 1998, in accordance 
with the changes in Swedish laws on foundations.

After a detailed analysis of IFS’ legal status it was deter-
mined that the current statutes were not in agreement 
with the current law on foundations and that IFS should 
be legally registered as a “fund-raising organisation.”  At 
the May 2002 meeting of the Board of Trustees’ Execu-
tive Committee, it was decided to explore the possibility 
of transferring the activities of the organisation to a new 
legal entity with the same mission. 

At the October 2002 Board of Trustees meeting it was 
agreed: a) to dissolve the current legal entity, b)to submit 
to the County Board of Stockholm a request to register 
a new legal entity and c) in accordance with the dissolu-
tion of the current organisation to transfer all assets and 
liabilities to the new organisation as of January 1, 2003 
in accordance with the statutes.

Therefore, the activities of IFS will be carried out in 
a legally new organisation (International Foundation 
for Science, Insamlingsstiftelse) as of 2003 but with the 
same mission.

Financial Result
The IFS Board of Trustees and Director recommend that the 
surplus for the year 2002 of SEK 2,377,737 (EUR 260,000) 
along with the carried-forward accumulated surplus of SEK 
3,290,544 (EUR 360,000) should be transferred to the 
International Foundation for Science, Insamlingsstiftelse, 
Organisation number 802412-5539, with its taking over 
the activities, other assets and liabilities.
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The result of the organisation’s activities, and the 
financial position at the end of the year, are reflected in 
the following Statement of Income and Expense, Balance 
Sheet and accompanying notes.

All amounts in the Audited Financial Statement are 
shown in Swedish Crowns (SEK) unless otherwise noted.

Accounting Principles 
The evaluations and assessments are in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles in Sweden.  The 
Financial Statement for 2002 is in conformance with the 
laws on annual financial reports.

The accounting principles are unchanged from the 
previous year except that as of January 1, 2002, tangible 
assets over SEK 5,000 are depreciated over a period of five 
years.  Previously, tangible assets were depreciated in full 
the year of purchase. 

Accounting for Contributions 
IFS is funded by many donor organisations, some of the 
contributions are unrestricted (Core Funds) and some con-
tain restrictions on their use (Donor Restricted Funds).

Core Funds
Core funds are used for all aspects of the on-going opera-
tions of IFS.  Core funds are recorded at the time of official 
notification by the Donor. 

Donor Restricted Funds 
Donor restricted funds are used in accordance with the 

restrictions placed by the contributor.  Donor restricted 
funds are recorded at the time of official notification by 
the Donor.  Due to their being donations restricted for spe-
cific use, they are accounted for as self-balancing funds. 

Contributions not received as of December 31 are 
accounted for as Donor Receivables. 

Research grants are recorded as grant expense and 
as a liability at the time that the grants are approved by 
the Director.

Receivables
Receivables are recorded according to an assessment of 
the amount that is anticipated to be received. 

At the Board of Trustees Meeting held May 19 - 20, 
2001, the Board approved that as of 2002, membership 
dues to IFS shall be voluntary with no required minimum 
payment.  As a result of that decision, IFS discontinued 
recording Membership Fees Receivable as of December 
31, 2001.

Foreign Currency
Receivables and liabilities of amounts in foreign currency 
are accounted for in Swedish Crowns at the exchange rate 
as of the date of the Balance Sheet. 

Leasing Agreements 
Leasing agreements, irrespective of whether they are 
financial or operational, are accounted for as ordinary 
operational leases, therefore the expenses are recorded 
as they are paid.

Dr Gan Lin of the Horticulture 
Research Institute at Hunan 
Agricultural University, China, 
shows her kiwi fruit.

Hilaire Womeni, new 
IFS grantee from 
Cameroon 2002.

Jackfruit tree in Mozam-
bique.

In the lab of Dr Mohammed Mosihuz-
zaman, IFS Adviser and former grantee, 
in the Department of Chemistry at the 
University of Dakkar, Bangladesh.
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STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSE (See Note 1)
(Amounts shown in SEK, SEK 1 = EUR 0.1093)

   For the Year Ended December 31,

   2002 2001

Income

 Core contributions 25,469,611 27,374,772 

 Donor restricted contributions 15,883,286 12,022,363 

 Membership fees 43,323 65,402 

 Grants withdrawn 1,145,666 436,361 

 Other income  438 

Total Income 42,541,886  39,899,336 

Expense

 Programme Costs

  Research grants 17,574,371 20,201,876 

  Travel grants 1,404,156 1,388,958 

  Awards and other grants 487,343 1,028,333 

  Network support and local workshop costs 2,083,522 943,985 

  Participation costs, meetings, conferences, 

  and workshops (advisers, staff and others) 2,852,545 1,923,955 

Total Programme Costs 24,401,937 25,487,107 

 Personnel Costs

  Salaries and wages 6,650,910 7,077,545 

  Social benefits, insurance and pension costs 3,069,466 3,728,400 

  Staff training, health and other benefits 419,342 559,520 

Total Personnel Costs 10,139,718 11,365,465 

 Occupancy and Administrative Costs

  Occupancy costs 2,659,268 2,590,623 

  General and administrative costs 3,307,507 2,881,542 

  Depreciation 21,927 59,450 

Total Occupancy and Administrative Costs 5,988,702 5,531,615 

Total Expense 40,530,357 42,384,187 

Surplus (Deficit) 2,011,528 (2,484,851)

Interest Income and Expense

 Interest and exchange rate income 635,432 787,459 

 Interest and exchange rate expense 269,224 419,426 

Net Interest Income and Expense 366,209 368,033 

Net Surplus (Deficit) for the Year 2,377,737 (2,116,818)



A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 226

BALANCE SHEET
(Amounts shown in SEK, SEK 1 = EUR 0.1093)

   December 31, 2002 December 31, 2001

Assets 

 Long-term Assets

  Fixed Assets

   Furniture and Equipment 87,707  0

  Financial Assets

   Long-term receivable - pension insurance carrier (SPP) 561,618  1,321,284 

Total Long-term Assets 649,325  1,321,284 

 Current Assets

  Current Receivables

   Donor receivables 5,529,477  5,101,705 

   Other receivables - pension insurance carrier (SPP) 721,200  960,000 

   Prepaid expense and accrued income 969,205  937,691 

   Other current receivables 21,049  116,821 

Total Current Receivables 7,240,931  7,116,217 

  Investments - due within one year 17,807,132  18,844,810 

  Cash and Bank Balances 2,871,413 1,936,908 

Total Current Assets 27,919,476  27,897,935 

Total Assets 28,568,801  29,219,219 

Fund Balances and Liabilities

 Fund Balances

  Accumulated surplus, Jan 1 3,290,544  5,407,362 

  Surplus (Deficit) for the year 2,377,737  (2,116,818)

Accumulated Surplus, Dec 31 5,668,281  3,290,544 

 Current Liabilities

  Research grants payable 17,501,348  18,407,836 

  Deferred restricted contributions 1,817,108  4,634,298 

  Accounts payable 1,929,981  1,258,600 

  Accrued expenses 1,403,988  1,248,163 

  Other current liabilities 248,095  379,778 

Total Current Liabilities 22,900,520  25,928,675 

Total Fund Balances and Liabilities 28,568,801  29,219,219 

Pledged Assets none none

Contingent Liabilities none none
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Note (1) Income and Expense, Core and Donor Restricted Funds
(Amounts shown in SEK, SEK 1 = EUR 0.1093)

   For the Year Ended December 31, 2002

   CORE DONOR RESTRICTED

   FUNDS FUNDS

Income

 Contributions 25,469,611 15,023,686

 Contributions for overhead  859,600

 Membership fees 43,323

 Grants withdrawn 1,145,666

Total Income 26,658,600 15,883,286

Expense

 Programme Costs

  Research grants 8,704,975 8,869,396

  Travel grants 571,237 832,919

  Awards and other grants 312,414 174,929

  Network support and local workshop costs 13,037 2,070,485

  Participation costs, meetings, conferences,

  and workshops (advisers, staff and others) 1,304,340 1,548,205

Total Programme Costs 10,906,003 13,495,934

 Personnel Costs  9,434,932 704,786

 Occupancy Costs 2,659,268

 General and Administrative Costs 1,764,900 1,542,607

 Depreciation 21,927

Total Expense 24,787,030 15,743,327

Surplus   1,871,570 139,959

Interest Income and Expense

   Interest and exchange rate income 586,702 48,730

   Interest and exchange rate expense 80,535 188,689

Net Interest Income and Expense 506,167 (139,959)

Net Surplus for the Year 2,377,737 0



A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 228

Ivan Nielsen, Chairman of the Insti-
tute of Biological Sciences, Depart-
ment of Systemic Botany, University 
of Aarhus, Denmark
Pierre Roger, Director of Research, 
Laboratory of Microbiology, IRD, 
University of Provence, France

Bruno Messerli, Professor Emeritus, 
Institute of Geography, University of 
Bern, Switzerland (Chair)
Alberto Nieto, Head of Immunology 
Department, Faculty of Chemistry, 
University of Uruguay, Uruguay 
(Vice-Chair)
Beyene Kebede, Director, Agricultural 
Research and Training Project, Ethio-
pian Agricultural Research Organiza-
tion, Ethiopia
Reinhard Grunwald, Secretary Gen-
eral, Deutsche Forschungsgemein-
schaft, Germany
Mahabir Gupta, International 
Co-ordinator, Fine Pharmaceuti-
cal Program, CYTED, Pharmacog-
nosy Research Center, University of 
Panama, Panama
Carl-Olof Jacobson, (retired), former 
Secretary General , Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences, Sweden
Kauser Malik, Member (Bio Sci-
ences), Pakistan Atomic Energy Com-
mission, Pakistan
Oumar Niangado, Delegate of the 
Foundation, Syngenta Foundation for 
Sustainable Agriculture, Mali

IFS Staff
Michael STÅHL
Director
Jacques GAILLARD
Deputy Director
Monica DAHLBERG
Programme Administrator, 
Forestry / Agroforestry
Ylva EGARDT
Secretary to the Director
Per EKMAN
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Forestry / Agroforestry
Annika ERIKSSON
Programme Administrator,
Animal Production and Aquatic Resources
Richard FUCHS
Head of Programme
Eva GERSON
Head of Finance and Administration

Richard HALL
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Crop Science
Henrik HOVMÖLLER
Manager, Database and Statistics 
Ingrid LEEMANS
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Animal Production and Aquatic Resources
Jenny LIDHOLM
Purchasing Manager,
Food Science, Natural Products and Water 
Resources
Josiane LINDBERG
Purchasing Manager,
Crop Science and Forestry / Agroforestry 
Programme Administrator, Social Sciences
Ingrid LINDHE
Programme Administrator,
Crop Science
Tanja LUNDÉN
Information Secretary

Nathalie PERSSON ANDRIANASITERA
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Food Science
Brian PORTER
Manager, Network and Information
Eva ROSTIG
Programme Administrator,
Natural Products and Water Resources
Ingela TAXELL
Purchasing Manager,
Aquatic Resources and Animal Production
Pirkko TOLAMO
Office Administrator
Marianne WIDINGSJÖ
Personnel and Accounting Administrator
Eren ZINK
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Social Sciences
Cecilia ÖMAN
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Natural Products and Water Resources

IFS Board of Trustees 2002
From left: Ting-Kueh Soon, Oumar Niangado, Pierre Roger, Ivan Nielsen, Eva Selin 
Lindgren, Bruno Messerli, Carl-Olof Jacobson, Beyene Kebede, Alberto Nieto, 
Kauser Malik (missing from picture: Reinhard Grunwald, Mahabir Gupta)

IFS Board of Trustees

Eva Selin Lindgren, Professor, 
Environmental Physics, University 
College of Borås, Sweden
Ting-Kueh Soon, President, Malay-
sian Scientific Association, Malaysia
Michael Ståhl, Director, IFS (ex-
officio)
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List of Acronyms
AAS                     African Academy of Sciences
ACIAR                 Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research 
AMBIO               Journal published by Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences
ASARECA            Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa 
BOT                     Board of Trustees (IFS)
CGIAR                Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
CIAT                    Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical 
CNRA                  Comité National de la Recherche Agricole, Mali
CNRST                Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique et Technologique, Mali
CODESRIA         Council for the Development of Social Sciences Research in Africa
COMSTECH       Organisation of Islamic Conference Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation
CONACYT          Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología, Mexico
CONICIT            Consejo Nacional para Investigaciones Cientificas y Tecnológicas, Costa Rica
CORAF                Conseil Ouest et Centre Africain pour la Recherche et le Développement Agricoles
CYTED                Programa Iberoamericano de Ciencia y Tecnologia para el Desarrollo
Danida                Danish International Development Assistance
DFID                   Department for International Development, United Kingdom
DFG                    Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, Germany
EU                       European Union
EUR                     Euro  
FARA                   Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa
IAEA                    International Atomic Energy Agency (head office Vienna, Austria)
IAR                      Institute of Agricultural Research, Sierra Leone
ICARDA              International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas
ICLARM              International Center for Living Aquatic Resources Management
ICRAF                 International Centre for Research in Agroforestry
ICSU                   International Council for Science (head office Paris, France)
ICTP                    International Centre for Theoretical Physics, Trieste, Italy
IDRC                   International Development Research Centre, Canada
IFDC                   International Fertilizer Development Center (head office Muscle Shoals, USA)
IFS                       International Foundation for Science
INASP                 International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications
INERA                 Institut de l’Environnement et des Recherches Agricoles, Burkina Faso
INRA                   Institute for Natural Resources in Africa of the United Nations University (UNU)
INSAH                Institut du Sahel (head office Bamako, Mali)
IOCD                  International Organization for Chemical Sciences in Development
IRD                     Institut de Recherche pour le Développement, France
ISNAR                 International Service for National Agricultural Research
ISP                       International Science Programme, Uppsala University, Sweden
IUFRO                International Union of Forest Research Organizations
IVA                      Royal Academy of Engineering Sciences, Sweden
IWMI                  International Water Management Institute
KARI                    Kenya Agricultural Research Institute, Kenya
KNAW                 Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences 
MAE                    Ministère des Affaires Etrangères, France
MESIA                 Monitoring and Evaluation System for Impact Assessment (IFS)
MISTRA              Foundation for Strategic Environmental Research (Sweden)
NARO                 National Agricultural Research Organisation, Uganda
NAS                     National Academy of Sciences, USA
NGO                   Non-governmental organisation
NORAD              Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation 
NRI                     Natural Resources Institute, UK
OIC                     Organisation of Islamic Conference
OPCW                Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons  
SAC                     Scientific Advisory Committee (IFS)
SACCAR              Southern Africa Centre for Cooperation in Agricultural Research
SAREC                Department for Research Co-operation, Sida
SEK                      Swedish crowns
Sida                     Swedish International Development Agency
SLU                     Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
SNSF                   Swiss National Science Foundation
START                 Global Change System for Analysis, Research and Training
TWAS                  Third World Academy of Sciences
UNAM                Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Mexico
UNU                   United Nations University
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National 
Organisations

Argentina
• Academia Nacional de 
Ciencias Exactas, Físicas y 
Naturales (ANCEFN) 
• Consejo Nacional de 
Investigaciones Científicas y 
Técnicas (CONICET)

Australia
• Australian Academy of Sci-
ence (AAS) 

Austria
• Fonds zur Förderung der 
Wissenschaftlichen Forsc-
hung (FWF)
• Österreichische Akademie 
der Wissenschaften (ÖAW)

Bangladesh
• Bangladesh Council of 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research (BCSIR)

Belgium
• Académie Royale des Sci-
ences d’Outre-Mer (ARSOM)
• Académie Royale des 
Sciences des Lettres et des 
Beaux-Arts de Belgique 
• Koninklijke Academie 
voor Wetenschappen, Let-
teren en Schone Kunsten 
van België (KVAB)

Bolivia
• Academia Nacional de 
Ciencias de Bolivia (ANCB)

Brazil
• Academia Brasileira de 
Ciencias (ABC)
• Conselho Nacional de 
Desenvolvimento Científico 
e Tecnológico (CNPQ)
• Fundaçao Oswaldo Cruz 
(FIOCRUZ)

Burkina Faso
• Ministère des Enseigne-
ments Secondaire, Supérieur 
et de la Recherche Scienti-
fique (MESSER)

Cameroon
• Ministry of Scientific and 
Technical Research 

Central African Republic
• Ministère des Enseigne-
ments de la Coordination 
des Recherches et de la 
Technologie

Chad
• Direction de la Recherche 
Scientifique et Technique, 
MESRS 

Chile
• Academia Chilena de 
Ciencias 
• Comisión Nacional de 
Investigación Científica y 
Tecnológica (CONICYT)

China
• Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences (CAS)

Colombia
• Academia Colombiana de 
Ciencias Exactas, Físicas y 
Naturales (ACCEFYN)
• Centro para la Investi-
gación en Sistemas Sosteni-
bles de Producción Agro-
pecuaria (CIPAV)
• Instituto Colombiano para 
el Desarrollo de la Ciencia y 
Tecnología (COLCIENCIAS)

Congo (Brazzaville)
• Direction Générale de la 
Recherche Scientifique et 
Technique, MENRST 

Costa Rica
• Consejo Nacional de 
Investigaciones Científicas y 
Tecnológicas (CONICIT)

Côte d’Ivoire
• Fédération des Associa-
tions Scientifiques de Côte 
d’Ivoire (FEDASCI)

Cuba
• Academia de Ciencias de 
Cuba (ACC)
• Ministry for Foreign 
Investment and Economic 
Cooperation 

Denmark
• Akademiet for de Tekniske 
Videnskaber (ATV)
• Det Kongelige Danske 
Videnskabernes Selskab 
(RDVS)

Ecuador
• Fundación para la Ciencia 
y la Tecnología (FUNDA-
CYT)

Egypt
• Academy of Scientific 
Research and Technology 
(ASRT)

El Salvador
• Consejo Nacional de Cien-
cia y Tecnología (CONA-
CYT)

Ethiopia
• Ethiopian Science and 
Technology Commission 
(ESTC)

Finland
• Delegation of the Finnish 
Academies of Science and 
Letters

France
• Académie des Sciences
• Centre de Coopération 
Inter-nationale en Recherche 
Agronomique pour le Dével-
oppement (CIRAD)
• Institut National de la 
Recherche Agronomique 
(INRA)
• Institut de Recherche pour 
le Développement (IRD, 
formerly ORSTOM)

Germany
• Deutsche Forschungsge-
meinschaft (DFG) 

Ghana
• Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR)

Guinea
• Direction Nationale de la 
Recherche Scientifique et 
Technique 

Guinea-Bissau
• Instituto Nacional de Estu-
dos e Pesquisa (INEP)

Guyana
• Institute of Applied Sci-
ence and Technology 

Haiti
• Unité de Science et de 
Technologies Appliquées

Honduras
• Consejo Hondureño 
de Ciencia y Tecnología 
(COHCIT)

India
• Indian National Science 
Academy (INSA) 

Indonesia
• Lembaga Ilmu Pengeta-
huan Indonesia (LIPI)

Israel
• The Israel Academy of Sci-
ences and Humanities 

Jamaica
• Scientific Research Council 
(SRC)

Jordan
• Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS)

Kenya
• Kenya Agricultural 
Research Institute (KARI)
• Kenya National Academy 
of Sciences (KNAS)

Korea DPR (North)
• Academy of Sciences of 
DPR Korea 

Korea R (South)
• National Academy of Sci-
ences (NAS) 

Kuwait
• Kuwait Institute for Scien-
tific Research (KISR)

Latvia
• Latvian Academy of Sci-
ences (LAS) 

Lesotho
• The National University of 
Lesotho (NUL)

Liberia
• University of Liberia (UL)

Madagascar
• Académie National Mal-
gache 

Malawi
• National Research Council 
of Malawi (NRCM)

Malaysia
• Malaysian Scientific Asso-
ciation (MSA) 
• National Council for Sci-
entific Research and Devel-
opment (MPKSN)

Mali
• Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique et 
Technologique (CNRST)
• Comité National de la 
Recherche Agricole (CNRA)

Mexico
• Consejo Nacional de Cien-
cia y Tecnología (CONA-
CYT)
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Mongolia
• Mongolian Academy of 
Sciences

Morocco
• Centre National de Coor-
dination et de Planification 
de la Recherche Scientifique 
et Technique (CNR)
• Institut Agronomique et 
Vétérinaire Hassan II 

Mozambique
• Universidade Eduardo 
Mondlane (UEM) 
• The Scientific Research 
Association of Mozambique 
(AICIMO)

Nepal
• Royal Nepal Academy of 
Science and Technology 
(RONAST) 

Netherlands
• Koninklijke Nederlandse 
Akademie van Wetenschap-
pen (KNAW)

Niger
• Université Abdou Mou-
mouni

Nigeria
• Federal Ministry of Science 
and Technology (FMST)
• The Nigerian Academy of 
Science (NAS)

Norway
• Det Norske Videnskas 
Akademi (DNVA) 

Pakistan
• Pakistan Council for Sci-
ence and Technology (PCST)

Panama
• Secretaria Nacional de 
Ciencia y Tecnologia e Inno-
vación (SENACYT)
• Universidad de Panamá

Papua New Guinea
• The University of Papua 
New Guinea

Peru
• Consejo Nacional de 
Ciencia y Tecnología (CON-
CYTEC)

Philippines
• National Research Council 
of the Philippines (NRCP) 

Poland
• Polish Academy of Sci-
ences (PAS)

Saudi Arabia
• King Abdulaziz City for 
Science and Technology 
(KACST) 

Senegal
• Délégation aux Affaires 
Scientifiques et Techniques, 
MRST 

Seychelles
• Seychelles Bureau of 
Standards (SBS)

Sierra Leone
• Institute of Agricultural 
Research (IAR)

South Africa
• National Research Founda-
tion (NRF)

Sri Lanka
• National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) 

Sudan
• National Centre for 
Research (NCR) 

Sweden
• Ingenjörsvetenskapsakade-
mien (IVA)
• Kungliga Skogs- och 
Lantbruksakademien (KSLA)
• Kungliga Vetenskapsakade-
mien (KVA)

Switzerland
• Conference of the Swiss 
Scientific Academies (CASS)
• Schweizerischer 
Nationalfonds 
zur Förderung der 
Wissenschaftlichen 
Forschung (SNF)

Tanzania
• Tanzania Commission 
for Science and Technology 
(COSTECH)

Thailand
• National Research Council 
(NRC) 
• The Thailand Research 
Fund (TRF)

Tunisia
• Direction Générale de la 
Recherche Scientifique et 
Technique, MES

Uganda
• National Agricultural 
Research Organisation 
(NARO)
• Uganda National Council 
for Science and Technology 
(UNCST) 

United Kingdom
• The Royal Society
• Natural Resources Institute 
(NRI)

Uruguay
• Programa de Desarrollo 
de las Ciencias Basicas 
(PEDECIBA)

USA
• American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences (AAAS)
• National Academy of Sci-
ences (NAS) 
• New York Academy of Sci-
ences (NYAS)

Venezuela
• Consejo Nacional de 
Investigaciones Científicas y 
Tecnológicas (CONICIT)

Viet Nam
• Ministry for Science, Tech-
nology and Environment 
(MOSTE)

Zambia
• National Institute for 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research (NISIR)

Zimbabwe
• Scientific and Industrial 
Research and Development 
Centre (SIRDC) 
• University of Zimbabwe

Regional 
Organisations

Africa                                 
• Association for Strength-
ening Agricultural Research 
in Eastern and Central Africa 
(ASARECA)
• Association of African Uni-
versities (AAU) 
• Institut du Sahel (INSAH)
• The African Academy of 
Sciences (AAS)
• West and Central African 
Council for Agricultural 
Research and Development  
(WECARD/CORAF) 
• Western Indian Ocean 
Marine Science Association 
(WIOMSA) 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean                          
• Centro Agronónomico 
Tropical de Investigación y 
Enseñanza (CATIE)
• The Caribbean Academy of 
Sciences (CAS) 

• Caribbean Agricultural 
Research and Development 
Institute (CARDI) 

International 
Organisations

• BioNET-INTERNATIONAL 
(The Global Network for 
Taxonomy)
• International Organization 
for Chemical Sciences in 
Development (IOCD)
• International Union of 
Forest Research Organiza-
tions (IUFRO) 
• Third World Academy of 
Sciences (TWAS) 

Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural 
Research (CGIAR): 

• CGIAR Secretariat 
• Centro Internacional de 
Agricultura Tropical (CIAT)
• Centre for International 
Forestry Research (CIFOR)
• International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in 
the Dry Areas (ICARDA)
• International Centre for 
Living Aquatic Resources 
Management (ICLARM) 
• International Centre for 
Research in Agroforestry 
(ICRAF) 
• International Plant 
Genetic Resources Institute 
(IPGRI) 
• International Service 
for National Agricultural 
Research (ISNAR) 
• International Water Man-
agement Institute (IWMI)
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In 2002, IFS was supported by:
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), Australia

Bruker Biospin SA, France

Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnologia (CONACYT), Mexico

Consejo Nacional para Investigaciones Cientificas y Tecnológicas (CONICIT), Costa Rica

Department for International Development (DFID), United Kingdom

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG), Germany

DNA Global Projects, South Africa

European Commission Development Directorate General

Foundation for Strategic Environment Research (MISTRA), Sweden

Fundacion Antorchas, Argentina

Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD), France

International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ITCP), Italy

International Organization for Chemical Sciences in Development (IOCD)

International Science Programmes (ISP), Sweden

Ministère des Affaires Etrangères (MAE), France

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Netherlands

National Academy of Sciences (NAS), USA

Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD), Norway

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)

Organisation of Islamic Conference Standing Committee on Scientific 
and Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH)

Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW), Netherlands

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), Sweden

Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), Switzerland

The Wellcome Trust, United Kingdom

Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS)

United Nations University (UNU)



IFS Mission Statement

The need
Scientific research provides an important input for sustainable management of biological 

resources. Scientific knowledge is central for rural, urban, industrial, and policy develop-

ment, which will lead to improvement of people’s livelihoods.

The mission
IFS shall contribute towards strengthening the capacity of developing countries to conduct 

relevant and high quality research on the sustainable management of biological resources. 

This will involve the study of physical, chemical, and biological processes, as well as relevant 

social and economic aspects, important in the conservation, production, and renewable 

utilisation of the natural resources base.

The strategy
IFS shall identify, through a careful selection process, promising young scientists from 

developing countries with potential to become future lead scientists and science leaders. 

They will receive support in their early careers to pursue high quality research in developing 

countries on problems relevant to the mission, which will help them to become established 

and recognised nationally and internationally. Additional supporting services will be pro-

vided to researchers in scientifically weaker institutions and countries.

IFS shall act in collaboration with Affiliated Organisations and other national, regional, and 

international institutions utilising the complementary strengths of such partnerships.



Grev Turegatan 19, SE-114 38 Stockholm, Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)8 545 818 00 • Fax: 46 (0)8 545 818 01
E-mail: info@ifs.se • Web: www.ifs.se G
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